
Community Planning and Development  
Denver Landmark Preservation 

201 West Colfax, Dept. 205 
Denver, CO  80202 

p: (720)-865-2709 
f: (720)-865-3050 

www.denvergov.org/preservation 

E-Mail: landmark@denvergov.org

STAFF BRIEF 
This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for 
Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and 
other applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

Project:  #2018-COA-024  LPC Meeting: February 6, 2018 
Address:    2590 Welton (also known as 2560 Welton) Staff: Brittany Bryant 
Historic Dist/DLM: Five Points Historic Cultural District 
Year structure built: C.2015-2016
Council District:  #9 Albus Brooks
Applicant: ArtHouse Designs – Zach Kotel

Project Scope Under Review: 
Signage – Wall Project ID signage, two window signs, one projecting parking sign, and two 
plaque signs for DURA and the Lydian  

Sign Types: Locations: 
Sign A- Project ID Sign Welton St. façade at building entrance, interior to site 
Sign D- Projecting Parking Sign 26th Street façade, at garage entrance 
Sign E- Window Graphics Welton Street 

Sign J & J.1- Plaque signs Welton Street, one interior to site and one at building 
chamfer.  

Sign Types & Program: Materials & Illumination: 

Sign A- Project ID Sign 
Brushed aluminum reverse channel letters. Halo 
illuminated with white illumination and center push-
through accent lighting 

Sign D- Projecting Parking Sign Aluminum constructed cabinet. Push-thru accent 
lighting around cabinet edge and “P” and “parking” 

Sign E- Window Graphics Vinyl graphics in “bright gold.” No illumination 
Sign J & J.1- Plaque signs Cast bronze. No illumination 

Staff Summary: 
The proposed sign types are limited to three wall mounted signs, one projecting sign, and two vinyl 
window graphics for the new development at 2590 Welton Street-The Lydian. Signage is compatible 
with the Five Points Historic Cultural District and will be of high quality construction.  

Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures & Districts, January 2016 

Sign Planning & Design Standards & Guidelines: 
 Location 

Meets 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

Standards: 
6.3 New signs shall be consistent with 
traditional sign pattern locations.  
6.4 Sign locations shall emphasize and 
reinforce a building’s architecture.  
6.5 No two projecting sign forms (shaped and 
blade) shall be used for the same business 
along the street frontage.  

Yes Proposed signage is consistent 
with traditional sign pattern 
locations and newly approved 
signs within the Five Points 
Historic Cultural District. One 
projecting blade sign is proposed. 
All future projecting signs should 
also be blade signs.  



 
Guidelines: 
6.8 Locate signs on commercial buildings 
consistent with traditional sign patterns.  
a. Locate signs at the Pedestrian Level of the 
building at or near the business entry.  
» For infill construction, the Pedestrian Level in 
Five Points corresponds to the Building Base.   
b. Place a sign above or near the primary entrance 
to an establishment, preferably in a traditional 
location such as a sign band or in large storefront 
windows 
c. Integrate signs into the architectural design of 
new buildings, particularly sign bands and 
canopies at building entries.  
 

 
 

Yes 
 
 

 
 
All signage in located at the 
pedestrian level no signage is 
above the building base. All signs 
are located near the primary 
entrance in which they are 
associated with. For example the 
“Lydian” wall sign is in the building 
alcove that allows access to the 
building lobby for the tenants 
above the ground floor retail.  

 
Sign Planning & Design Standards & Guidelines: 

Character, Materials, and Scale 
Meets 

Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

 
Standards: 
6.13 Signs shall be designed to enhance impact 
on the pedestrian realm, not to maximize 
square footage or number of signs allowed by 
zoning.  
6.14 Signs shall be Human Scaled rather than 
automobile-oriented to reinforce the 
pedestrian-scale of the cultural district.  
6.15 Signs shall be fabricated out of high-
quality materials and finishes.  
6.16 Sign shall be designed to with materials 
that integrate with the architectural features on 
the building facade.  
6.17 Signs with plastic faces or plastic formed 
shapes shall not be used in the cultural district. 
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Signage for the use is limited to 3, 
one wall sign and two window 
graphics. Other proposed signage 
is a 7 square foot projecting sign 
for parking and two 0.5 square 
feet plaque signs for DURA and 
an ID plaque for the Lydian 
Building. The DURA and Lydian 
plaque would be classified as 
commemorative plaques and the 
projecting parking sign would be 
classified as way finding. The 
plaque and projecting parking 
signs require review, however, 
they don’t count towards sign 
allowance.  All signage is human 
scaled.  
 

 
Guidelines: 
6.19 Create signs using high-quality materials 
and finishes that complement the durable 
materials found on historic buildings. 
 a. Use permanent, durable materials such as 
metals, metal composites, and other high-quality 
materials.  
b. Avoid using reflective materials.  
c. Create well crafted signs of high quality 
construction with durable finishes.  
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Proposed signage is wall sign and 
projecting sign are constructed 
out of aluminum. Plaque signs are 
constructed out of bronze. 
Window graphics will be vinyl. 
Signs will be of quality 
construction and design and 
appropriate materials for their 
use.  

 

Sign Planning & Design Standards & Guidelines: 
Illumination 

Meets 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

 
Standards: 
6.24 Sign lighting shall be integrated into the 
design of the sign or facade.  
6.25 Internally-lit plastic or glowing box signs 
shall not be used in the cultural district.  

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Proposed illumination is 
integrated into the fabrication of 
the sign. No exposed conduit, 
races, or junction boxes will be 
visible. Signs featuring 



6.26 Exposed conduit, races or junction boxes 
shall not be installed on the primary elevations 
of a building. 

illumination are fabricated out of 
aluminum. 

 
Guidelines: 
6.27 Locate and design sign illumination to 
minimize impacts on a historic building and its 
surrounding context.  
a. Use halo, push-through letters, LED, or neon for 
lighting signs, if possible.  
b. Direct lighting toward a sign from an external 
shielded lamp when integral sign lighting is not 
possible.  
c. Use a warm color of light, similar to daylight.  
d. Locate the light source for signs so that it is not 
visible on a building facade.  
6.28 Sign lighting should not cast light onto 
adjacent properties or upper floor residential 
windows.  
 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
Proposed illumination will be halo 
illumination with a push-through 
detail in the center of the letter for 
“Lydian” wall sign and around the 
sign cabinet for the projecting 
parking sign. Warm white lighting 
will be used and will not cast light 
onto adjacent properties or upper 
floor residential windows. 

 

Sign Types: 
Projecting Signs-Blade 

Meets 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

 
Standards: 
6.54 Projecting blade signs shall be designed 
to be creative and either feature iconic 
typology, integrated creative lighting, or 
abstracted interpretations of literal forms.  
6.56 Do not use a projecting blade sign in 
combination with a shaped sign. 
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Proposed blade sign will have 
iconic design, integrated lighting 
and will be cohesive with the 
building branding.  

 
Guidelines: 
6.57 Encourage creatively designed projecting 
blade signs.  
a. Craft built-up and cut-out imagery, as well as 
objects projecting outside of the rectangle or circle, 
to create an artful appearance.  
b. Use more ornate brackets consistent with 
building architecture to reinforce a specific design. 
6.58 Projecting blade signs should be located 
to enhance the building image.  
a. Blade signs are appropriate adjacent to primary 
entries. 
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Proposed signage will have an art 
deco appearance with raised 
metallic gold details against a 
black bronze background. 
Proposed sign will be located 
adjacent to the garage entrance 
on 26th Street.  

 

Sign Types: 
Wall  

Meets 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

 
Standards: 
6.60 Wall signs shall be designed to fit within 
architectural details when sign bands are not 
present.  
6.61 Do not design a wall sign that projects in 
front of architectural details.  
 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
Proposed wall sign is located on 
an interior alcove face, just above 
the ground floor cornice and metal 
canopy defining the street edge.  



 
Guidelines: 
6.63 Design wall signs to complement the 
cultural district.  
a. Use wall signs in combination with a projecting 
sign or window signs.  
d. When designing signs, they should not project 
more than three and half inches. Deeper signs 
often are not subordinate to the architectural 
details of the building.   
6.64 Where possible, wall signs should 
generally align with wall signs on adjacent 
buildings.  
 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
Wall sign will be used in 
combination with two window 
graphics.  

 
Sign Types: 

Window & Door 

Meets 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Comments 

 
Standards: 
6.81 Window and door signs shall not cover 
more than 20% of the window or door area. 
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
Proposed window signage is 
minimal and less than 20% of the 
window area. 
 

 
Guidelines: 
6.82 Use storefront window signs as secondary 
signs while maintaining transparency to and 
from a business.  
a. Plan window signs to draw the pedestrian’s eye 
into a business and to create additional interest.  
b. Use painted, individual lettering or other 
transparent forms, rather than signs with solid 
backing or banding in most cases.  
c. Use window signs to provide supplemental 
information on products, services, and atmosphere.  
d. Avoid repeating business wording and logos in 
every window when this information already exists 
on other signs.  
 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
Proposed window signage is 
minimal and used as secondary 
identification signage for the 
Lydian and will be individually 
applied letters.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Recommendation: APPROVAL  
 
Basis: The proposed signage meets the design guidelines (6.3-6.8, 6.13-6.19, 6.24-6.28, 

6.54-6.64, 6.81-6.82) 
    
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to approve application #2018-COA-024 for the proposed signage at 2590 
Welton Street (also known as 2560 Welton Street) -The Lydian as per presented testimony, submitted 
documentation, guidelines 6.3-6.8, 6.13-6.19, 6.24-6.28, 6.54-6.64, 6.81-6.82 and information provided in 
the staff report.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
END                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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l b
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se

 D
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r p
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at
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en
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ur
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 c
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n 
of
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e 

sp
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ifi
ed
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 Fu

ll 
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m
pl
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e 
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th
 th
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th
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Fa
br

ic
at

or
 P

er
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an
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at
er

ia
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en
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 b
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Fa
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ic
at
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ou
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 m
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m

en
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ge
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ill
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e 
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r c
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ct

iv
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br

ic
at

io
n 
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in
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tH

ou
se
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ig
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 d
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ig
n 
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te

nt
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ve
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y 
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m
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en
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t b
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ne
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us
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 b
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d 
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br

ic
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or
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 c
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d 
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 b
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r p
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 c

iv
il 

en
gi

ne
er

 a
s 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
ir 

te
am

, o
r a

s 
a 

su
b-

co
ns

ul
ta

nt
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Fa
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ic
at
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 s
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su
bm

it 
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 d
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De
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iss
io

n 
sh

al
l c
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e 
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op
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f d
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qu
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 in
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ud
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g 
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 o
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, p
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 c
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e 
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 d
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l d
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ll 

m
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l r
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on
s 

an
d 
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A 
co

m
pl

et
e 
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d 
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 d
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ng
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t b
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h 
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ou
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 D
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r p
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 D
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 re
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bm
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 d
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 c
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t c
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at
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 b
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 b
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t b
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 c
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 c
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l c
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 p
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l p
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t p
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 p
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at
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 p
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 p
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 re
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 b
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t c
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r c
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 re
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ra
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 re
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 c
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 c
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 D
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 c
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 C
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ta
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Fa
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at
or
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ou
se
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 d
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ut
 d
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f i
nt
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nt
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ie
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d 
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 b
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Fa

br
ic

at
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ur

al
 d
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ig

n 
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til
iz
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se
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pp
or
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e 
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m

in
g 

an
d 

pr
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eg
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ur
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at
or
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e 
th

e 
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ne
r a
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r t
he

 G
en

er
al

 C
on

tr
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to
r 
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C)

 w
ith

 a
 li

st
 o

f s
up

po
rt

 a
nd

/o
r b

lo
ck

in
g 
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qu

ire
m

en
ts

, a
nd

 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

e 
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ig
ht

s 
fo

r e
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el
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s 

re
qu

ire
d 
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n 
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en
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ne
 d
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ho
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at
or
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at
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ll 
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ur
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 m
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 b
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 p
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 c
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l b

e 
co

nc
ea

le
d 

(i.
e.

 n
on

-a
ud

ib
le

 a
nd

 n
on

-
vi

si
bl

e 
to

 p
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 c
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r m
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 b
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at
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 d
ef

ec
tiv

e 
el

ec
tr

ic
al

 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
ar

e 
to

 b
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 b
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 b
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